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AN INTERVIEW WITH:
Leonard H. Samworth

CONDUCTED BY:
Tim Olson

DATE:
August 14, 1974

PLACE:
Huntington, WV

Leonard Samworth

TO:

Mr. Leonard Samworth of 1749 Washington Avenue. Today's
date is July 24th, 1974. Mr. Samworth was born February
1st, 1916. Is currently president of Truck Auto Parts
Company and President of the Ohio Valley Bus Company
(break in tape). Mr. Samworth where were you born?

LS:

Wilmington, Delaware.

TO:

Wilmington, Delaware, allright, can you tell me the
names of your parents?

LS:

Yes.
Fred Woodall Samworth was my father.
was Alice Virginia Blackwell.

TO:

Could you describe them to me?

LS:

Well my father's father was from Birmingham,
England
and my father started out his first work assignment
being with a streetcar company in Wilmington. Likewise
my grandfather had been with the streetcar company in
Wil~ingto~ and, uh, after some few years with the
streetcar company entered into the building construction
field and had his own contracting firm.
My father
carried on in the streetcar business for awhile and
then left to go into business with his father for a
period of about 2 years, then returned to the streetcar
business and, uh, associated with the American Electric
Gas Company. That is what today is known as American
Electric Power, uh, Electric Power being a successor
to American Gas Electric.

TO:

Where did your mother's relatives come from?

LS:

Uh, my mother's, uh, mother and father came from right
outside of London in a community known as Elkford, Essex.
My grand, my maternal grandfather was with the Trans in
London and when he came to thi s country he liked my
paternal grandfather associated with the transportationists,
worked with the Pennsylvania Railroad for a very short
time.
And then, uh, for a short period of time was with
the Wilmington Street Railway, then went into the
stationary engineering business, and was a, uh, stationary
engineer for several, uh, companies o

TO:

Allright, did your parents live to any particular
religious creed?

My mother

Leonard Samworth

2

LS:

Yes, the forefathers of my family they were Episcopalians,
in otherwords that would have been the church of England.

TO:

The Church of England, okay, uh, how did your parents
come to Huntington?

LS:

Well my father was transferred here from Chester,
Pennsylvania by the American Gas and Electric.
When he came here he was sent here to be the manager
of the streetcar company at that time known as the
Ohio Valley Electric Railway Company.

TO:

When was that?

LS:

That was in 19 and 28.

TO:

So you were 8 years old?

LS:

Right.

TO:

Allright.

LS:

No, that would not have made me 8 years old, uh, in 1928.

TO:

19, oh pardon me, 11 or 12.

LS:

Come on now, where's your arithmetic (laughs).

TO:

Well anyway, uh, you attended school in Chester?

LS:

Yes.

TO:

And then in Huntington.

LS:

And then in Huntingtono

TO:

Elementary schoolso

LS:

Yes, elementary school here.

TO:

Okay, uh, you remember what schools?

LS:

Yes I went, uh, when I came here I was, uh, I went to
West Junior High Schoolo From West I went to Huntington
High School, I went to Marshall (break in tape).

i

Did you all move around much?
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TO:

When did you first become independent of your parent's
household?

LS:

When I got married while I was in West Virginia University.

TO:

Um, mmm.
for you?

LS:

They was a, uh, there was a depression on at that time
and I realized, uh, full well, uh, my responsibilities
and, uh, I had fully intended to, uh, to, uh, go on
into law school.
I didn't do this, I didn't do it for
the simple reason that I had a respon~ibility, I had a
wife at this point. And, uh, so I came to Huntington
then fr-em Morgantown and got a job and, uh, so when
you say was it difficult, it was only difficult as
everyone else had it difficult o

TO:

Wh~t jobs did you take here?

KS:

was that difficult, was that a difficult time

I, I worked, uh, when I first came here I worked, uh,
in the, uh, pit as a, uh, a pitman under the streetcars.
From there I, uh, went to work in the paint shop, worked
in the paint shop for a spell, from there I went to the
purchasing department and worked in, uh, the stores in
inventory.
From there I worked immediately with the
store's keeper.
From there I went to work in the
tr~nsportation department, uh, as a supervisor for
what is known as a roving dispatcher in the downtown
area of both, uh, Ashland and Huntington.
From there
I went directly into the transportation superintendent's
office where I became an assistant. From there I went
to work in the accounting department, uh, as a kind of,
· uh, clerk and what not . Sort of ginned around in the,
in the, uh, accounting department and from there I went
to work in the general manager's office as an assistant
to the general manager o And from the assistant to the
general manager I became an assistant manager .
From
assistant manager, uh, our, the president of our company
was, uh, leaving about that time and I was made the
president of the company.

TO:

Your present position?

LS :

My present position .

Leonard Samworth

TO:

When did ,you first attend Marshall University?

LS:

In, uh,

TO:

And you graduated from Marshall?

LS:

No, no, from West Virginia University.
I took, uh,
also took some special work at the University of
Delaware, uh, outside of Wilmington, Delaware.

TO:

So how long altogether did you attend Marshall?

LS:

Uh, 2 years.

TO:

You, so you planned to go into law at first?

LS:

That had, that was where I started out when I was in
my freshman year of school, I wanted to go to law
school. And I would say that I probably wanted to
go;to law school all along .
I had, uh, times when
I thought maybe I would like to, uh, take on another
area. But primarily, uh, law kept cropping up, uh,
each time and of course as I've said, uh, to you
when I took on a wife ~nd I had to go to work.

TO:

Um, mmm.

LS:

This was at a time when parents were not concerned
about keeping a son and daughter-in-law or a daughter
and son- in-law which ever the case might be in school.

TO:

What was your undergraduate degree in anyway?

LS:

In, uh, in, uh, political science.

TO:

Political science. Your work at Marshall then was an
advanced work that was graduate work?

LS:

No, no that was my first and second year, my freshman,
sophomore year at Marshall.

TO:

Okay, um, mmm. Allright. I'm going to ask you about
your collections now. Uh, when did you first start
collecting, how did you get into it?

LS:

Well I started collecting actually, uh, about 8 years

'34.
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old when I started a stamp collection. And this was
something that I stayed with up until I'd say about, uh,
10 years ago.
I, uh, I started out, uh, collecting
US stamps and I pretty well stayed with United States
stamps.
I have a collection of, uh, foreign stamps
but it's, uh, of little consequence. My real collection
if I say it's a real collection, has to be in the area
of United States stamps.
TO:

Um, mmm. would you say that this was an extensive
collection?

LS:

I would say that it's, uh, a little bit bigger than a
beginner's collection, yes, yes. Now understand I have
my share of, uh, of turkeys so to speak because I think
everyone as a collector has to go through the, the time
of, uh, getting the so called turkeys before you become
a more sophisticated and more discriminating collector.

TO:

Um, mmm. Allright I realize that, uh, the stamp
collection was what started you out on this thing
but why did you begin collecting in the first place,
why did you 3tart?

LS:

Well I think that probably I must have a certain amount
of , maybe you would call it nostalgia, uh, about me, uh,
I, uh, at the age of 8 was looking for old stamps.
I
was not necessarily looking for a stamp that was on a
current, uh, letter or a current postcard.
I was looking
for old stamps so I would say that probably that, uh, the
thing that, uh, s:.arted this whole thing with me was the
fact that I enjoyed and maybe, maybe as much as anything
I might say it was history.
I loved history, I loved
history as a student, uh, I love history today.
I read
all the history I can get my hands on.
I collect all the
history that I can get my hands on and, uh, I enjoy it
immensely.

TO:

Allright, uh, I know you have several different collections
like, you told me about your rugs and your books but could
you describe to me just tell me how many collections you
do have, individual collections.

LS:

Well I'd say that, uh, as fore as the collections was
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concerned that I probably have a better than fair collection
of, uh, rugs.
I have a better than fair collection of, uh,
furniture and I have a right good collection, uh, of things,
items pertaining to the old ice cream parlors.
I have a
right fair collection of items that would relate to the
country store such as a cash register, such as the showcases, uh, such as their posters, uh, items that you
would find in a, in an old country store, uh, now this,
I realize though that from one extreme to the other when
you're talking about, uh, oriental rugs, both floor rugs
and prayer rugs and then you start talking about a country
store, uh, that's a little in congress, uh, but nevertheless
my interests pretty well covers the waterfront. And I
find that this keeps me to from, uh, well, getting bored
in any one area.
If I get, uh, to the place, uh, and
incidently I like to refinish furniture.
If I get to
the place where I am a little tired of refinishing furniture
I 90 to my card collection and I have a right fair card
collection and I try to keep that in the area of interest.
I'm not interested too much in let's say the scenes of
San Francisco, uh, but I am interested in cards that would
relate to the history say the tri-state, Kentucky, Ohio,
West Virginia and Virginia. Uh, this to me, uh, is really
a, uh, a, a thing that can actually be used and I'm, uh,
I'm involved in the Cabell-Wayne Historical Society and
only just the other day an architect that is, uh, considered,
is being considered, uh, uh, for some work on our Heritage
Village discussed with me the possibilities of having
available some architecture in the areas that we're talking
about. Which is about 1870. Well I rare a great postcard
collection that is around 1870 and many of the pictures,
uh, involve the 1870 period. Well you see this is available
to him.
TO:

Urn, mmm.

LS:

And certainly help set the stage for him.

TO:

That's marvelous, uh, how do you go about the business,
or rather the hobby of collecting?

LS:

Well /-TO:
Do you make any ••• J the hobby of collecting,
the hobby of collecting I think course after all you must
first have the interest and I, I think when you think in
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terms of my collection, uh, or collections it's pretty
difficult to say, uh, that I'm a collector. Every now
and then I think I'm not a collector I must be an accumulator. Well on the other hand when you talk about
how you go about collecting, I think certain things
probably strike your fancy (telephone rings, break in
tape) •
TO:

Do you plan to expand any of your collections significantly?

LS:

Well I think that, uh, this is something that happens
just sort of automatic, I think that, uh, uh, if I'm
exposed to, uh, most anything, uh, that relates to, uh,
any one of my collections, uh, I become interested and,
uh, when Ilm interested then I'm interested in, uh, in,
uh, making an acquisition.

TO:

Do you have any future plans concerning your collections
~S:
Well ••• _/ like maybe exhibit them perhaps?

L

LS:

Well now you take for instance I have a considerable
toy collection. Uh, I've exhibited the toys, uh, at
various place, uh, Taft Museum, the Huntington Galleries
and several other, uh, places. So that, uh, when you
say, uh, am I interested in exhibiting the collection,
yes I am. The manner in which I do it is the thing
that must be determined.
Uh, it's a full size job to
move, uh, around 500 antique toys, uh, out of their
storage space and, uh, get them set up in an exhibit
then take them down and return them, this gets to be a
major job and, uh, this would be true with a great many
of these other things that I have that probably could
be exhibited. Uh, so, uh, how do I do it, I don't know
maybe the answer is, uh, to build a museum. M~ybe that's
the answer, I don't know.

TO:

Would you consider that?

LS:

Well you say would I consider it. I consider it all
the time.
I consider it for one reason because I, uh,
find that I'm running out of space (buzzer sounds,
break in tape).

TO:

Mr. Samworth, is there anything you don't collect now
that you might like to collect?

LS:

Well if there is anything that I would like to collect
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I can't think what it is.
I, I can't think what it
would be, uh, as a matter of fact if I would start
in another area I'd have real problems cause there 1 s
many, many items in the various collections that I
have that have not been covered and this must be done.
TO:

Um, mmm.
I don't know if this is any other,
collectors in this area who collect say rugs
of the other things that you do, do you know
collectors in this area who collect say rugs

uh,
or any
any
for instance?

LS:

No, I don't know of people that coll8ct rugs, I know
of many, many people that like rugs.
I know that there
are many people that like, uh, the oriental floor rugs.
I know there are many people that like the oriental
prayer rugs. Uh, the one difficulty in the prayer rug
area is the fact that of course, uh, a prayer rug should
be hung. Now I'm not saying that all prayer rugs are
hung and I'm not saying that I have all prayer rugs
hung but I'm just saying what should be done and, uh,
many times in our houses today, uh. we, we just do
not have the, the houses that rugs can be hu~ in.

TO:

Um, mmm. So you, you say that there really aren't
any other collections?

LS:

I, I, I, that, that wouldn't be fair to say there aren't
any collectors, there maybe lot of oollectors, I just
don't happen to know them £-rO: Um, mmm._/ and, uh, and
then there are people that, uh, that, uh, like one or
two rugs and, uh, in some, uh, part of their house and
that satisfies them. They, they maybe have wanted a
oriental, uh, they've purchased one and got it where
they want it and that's the extent. They've, they've
satisfied their desire for an oriental rug.
I, uh,
uh, my family had oriental rugs, uh, and, uh, so this
probably had something to do maybe with my, uh, beginning in the early days of my life to like and
appreciate oriental rugs. My exposure to them as a,
as a youth.

TO:

Um, mmm. Well I noticed you have a magnificent,
magnificent book collection and I 0 m somewhat of an
amateur book collector but do you know any serious
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professional book collectors in this area?
LS:

No, again I must say that I do not but again that also,
uh, I could be, uh, wrong I, uh, I have had several inquiries, several people that would like to see my books.
Now whether that indicates that they are collectors,
uh, I don't know but I would assume that, uh, they certainly have an interest otherwise they would not be
interested in looking at my collection of books. Uh,
and of course again like alot of my other things, my
collection of books, uh, uh, covers, uh, a pretty wide
area.
I have a, a fair number of books dealing with
the Civil War.
I have quite alot of books dealing with,
uh, literature and, uh, poetry.
I, uh, I have quite a,
uh, sizable group of, uh, children books and then there
was that period of time, uh, that I recall as a youngster
when you had to have the Tom Swift and the Golden Boys
and the Overland Boys and the, so uh, and usually
st~rting out with, uh, with Uncle Wiggley and actually
Uncle Wiggley is, uh, probably the Uncle Wiggley book
is the first book that I remember having, uh, when I
started my book collecting and that was a book given
to me as a very small child and it was a real favorite
of mine o And I still have that book and, uh, ran across
it one day in this, uh, set me off then to wanting to
collect some more books that I remembered as a, as a
youngster and, uh, I've got quite a, quite a few of
the, what we knew of as the series books.
I think in,
uh, in the, and the girls it was the Bobsey Twins and,
uh, uh, {TO: Nancy Drew a_/ Nancy Drew and, uh, I think
there's one, uh, the Fielding Sisters or some such title.
I'm not certain about that but I, uh, I also know that
now all of a sudden there's quite a clamor about that
but I, uh, I also know that now all of a sudden there's
quite a clamor for, uh, the, uh, Rex Beech and Zane
Grey books. Uh, there, of course, were western books
for the most part.

TO:

Did you collect Wizard of Oz books?

LS:

I have collected two Wizard of Oz books, yes.

TO:

These children's books, uh, they're sort of a compliment
to your toy collection in a way?

Leonard Samworth
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LS:

Yes, yes they do. As a matter of fact, uh, I, I can
remember, uh, in one exhibit I had that they particularly
wanted to make sure that I brought a representative
group of children's books. Particularly the nursery
rhymes and the Peter Rabbit and Uncle Wiggley, uh, books.

TO:

So you would exhibit some of them too?

LS:

Oh yes, sure.
And that goes right on into, uh, to the
blocks, the, uh, that, uh, that were made of, uh, some
were made of wood and some were, uh, paper mache and
some were a kind of a hard cardboard and covered with
lithograph. Usually telling a, a might good story.

TO:

Um, mmm.
Uh, do you ever tire of collecting any particular
item, I mean, uh, • • •

LS:

Oh I think I, I think I pretty well qual - , pretty well
qualified that earlier in our discussion ,C-TO: Oh._/
wh~n I said that I, uh, pretty well covered the work
on it to just avoid that very one thing.

TO:

Well say at sometime perhaps you might, uh, be collecting
say some difficult thing suddenly have you ever been,
become dissatisfied with the collection or discouraged •

LS:

Well I think that if there's anything that, uh, you get
discouraged about it's, uh, the fact that, uh, you,
there are times when maybe, uh, uh, the humidity is not
just right so therefore you possibly, you possibly lost
some pages in a book because they have got, they become
brittle CTO: Um, mmm.J. Uh, that's one of the problems
with, uh, actually with collecting of all kinds, with all
collecting you, if it's stamps you've .got to have the
right, uh, right, uh, atmospheric conditions or, uh, you
could lose some stamps, uh, that wouldn't ahere maybe
to the paper or, uh, matter of fact I've had an experience
here oh 8 or 10 years ago. We had a rather humid summer
and i had some stamps, some mint sheets that fastened
through wax paper. This I never heard of and I've
collected for so many years and I, this was just something
you just don't hear of. But by golly it happen to me
and this of course is costly.

TO:

This next question might seem a little bit unfair but,
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uh, could you describe a few of the items in one or
two of your collections that you consider just outstanding, your very favorite items or, uh, say the
most representative item in your, in a certain
collect ion.
LS:

I think,uh, I think that, uh, most every collector,
uh, has one particular thing in his collection that
he likes and I think you'll find that in great many
instances this is because that particular thing brings
back memories for him. Now I recall that, uh, when
I was, uh, when I was, uh, in grade school the, uh,
one thing I always loved was go to the drugstore get
a ice, get a ice cream soda . The next thing that I
liked . I believe next was a cherry smash o Well in my
collection of, uh, ice cream parlor items I have, uh,
quite a group of the ice cream soda glasses and the
metal holders all, everything I have, I have no reproductions, uh, the other thing is that I have a
cherry smash dispenser. The kind that would sit
on the, uh, on the back bar of the, uh, of the soda
fountain and about a dash of, uh, the cherry smash.
Then, uh, some ice and then I can remember thP.y put
a little water in it and then pull the carbonation
side of the, uh, handle on the fountain and, uh,
that really went right up your nose. So I'd say
that would be true in that area.
I'd say in the,
in the, uh, area of, uh, of, uh, furniture, golly
I have several things, uh, the, the chest, the, uh,
secre-, the, uh, uh, I'm trying to think now. The
Slant-Top Desk that you're looking at right now I'm
very, very fond of that desk, uh, now I don't mean
by that that, uh, that there aren't other desks that
I have that I like_
I just h~ppen to like that, uh,
and, uh, I,uh, I have a, uh, a banquet table that,
uh, I like very much.
I like the banquet table
because something you don't see now. This banquet
table will seat, uh, uh, 22 people and I'm talking
about seating them comfortably and, uh, it includes
the center and the ends and the, uh, center table
leaves drop to within about an inch of the floor.

TO:

Where, where do you store something like that?

LS:

Well I have, uh, I have, uh, places that I keep these
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things. That I also, I think I might have told you
earlier, I'm a, I'm a collector of, uh, trucks and I
have, uh, some trucks that were a part of the, uh,
Curtis Publishing Company, uh, inventory just before
they, uh, dissolved. And I was told at the tim~
that, uh, the kind trucks that they had, they were
electric trucks, 1908, and one went to the Philadelphia
Museum and one went to the Smithsonian Institute and
I have the other 3 right here in Huntington. Uh, . I'm
pleased with those trucks. They have wooden wheels,
solid rubber tires, run by electric, each wheel has
it's own power plant run by 5, no run by, run by 7
5 feet long batteries with a top speed of 15 miles
an hour.
And there's not one bit of noice, certainly,
probably with the environmental situation being what
it is today would be a very welcome thing. Uh, I also
have a, uh, a Sears Truck, it's called a "hat" because
it was mostly used to go to the people and meet the
papsengers, take them to the hotel or the boarding
house and, uh, it was, uh, developed by, uh, Mr.
Sears who later joined Roebuck and, uh, this, uh,
unit is a, is a excellent piece of equipment and
it's, uh, mint condition.
It has the buggy top to
it and, uh, which indicates the influence that, uh,
this man was under at a time when of course the buggy
was a dominate, uh, means of transportation, uh, for
the, uh, individual.
It has the high wheels which of
course would indicate the buggy influence.
It even
has the kick front which was used on a buggy where
the horses were (break in tape). As I was saying it
has the thick, uh, front, uh, right ahead of the driver
course as that, uh, buggy influence. Uh, one interesting
thing is that it has something that we hear so much about
today when we_ hear a young fella say that, uh, he wants
to get twin pipes.
Incidently this is a 1907 model
and it has twin pipes so twin pipes are nothing new.
Other than that I have a contracted wagon, a two
horse wagon, a 1915 with a hump, uh, in the center
and, uh, it's in very good condition.
I has a little
work to do on it but of course then there being a
shortage of_horses I can't_very well pull it around
any place L TO: Urn, mmm._/. Also I have a 1909 popcorn
wagon, uh, built by the Creamer Wheel people LTO:
I
saw that you got it. 7 in Chicago, well that's right.
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And, uh, it's a very fine one and {break in tape).
This, this, uh, popcorn and peanut machine is, uh, an
indiscreet machine.
It's bout, uh, it's about 8 feet
wide and probably, uh, oh, uh, I think 10 feet long.
I heard a man had a 19 and 32 six wire wheel hupmobile.
TO:

A hupmobile.
I didn't know those things were us Pd, I
thought they were a legend {break in tape).

LS:

I think where we wer~, uh, before the tape changed
was, uh, something in the area of outstanding items,
uh, in the various collections.

TO:

Yessir.

LS:

And, uh, I covered quite a few.
I don't know whether
I mentioned the fact that I feel as if I have some,
uh, uh, very fine, uh,pictures, uh, that would, uh, be
in .the aree of the Civil War, uh, both steel ingravings
and, uh, and, uh, uh, some lithographs.
I, uh, have
several maps, uh, I don't think the maps are of any
great consequence value, maybe only just to me. But
I, uh, I'm pleased with um.
I intend to have them
framed but, uh, have alot of repair work to do and I
pretty well should have that done, uh, uh, very soon,
very shortly and then I intend to have them framed.

TO:

I noticed a, a map of General Sherman's march on the
foothills.
I was just wondering sir if you could
tell me where you found this map and how you're
repairing it.

LS:

Well this map, uh, was made for General W.T. Sherman,
· uh, military map.
It's, uh, it'.s of the United States
forces, uh, during the war which of course is the Union
forces.
Uh, I picked this map up in Greenbriar County,
West Virginia, uh, on Muddy Creek Mountain and, uh,
along with, uh, several other items at the time. And
when I picked it up it was, well like anything that
old, it was crumbly and, uh, had been folded and like
things that are folded why, uh, the creases usually
tear at just the slightest movement so I've had to,
uh, proceed with this thing in a rather amatuer way
but as far as I know bout the only way that anything
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could be done with it. Now when I do get my work
completed if I don't, uh, (coughs) excuse me, uh,
if I'm not able to get it to the, uh, framing shop
right away then I intend to roll it rather than fold
it.
And I, I think it would be well for people that
have items that they prize, paper items of any size
that they must be, uh, made smaller that they roll them
rather than fold them. Because it, uh, there's so
much lost when, uh, and so much destruction by when
you fold paper items.
I find also too and, uh, this
may be just in the experience I've had but I find
that there seem to be more silver mar, uh, silver
bugs rather that get into the folded items than into
the rolled items. Now this may be just some little
thing that's, uh, bit of my imagination but it's
something that I've observed. Now I have a couple
of camphor chests that came from China in 19 and, 18
rather, 1866 and, uh, an interesting thing, uh, newspapers
that were in these chests when I found them were 18 and
69 and, uh, the papers were in wonderful condition.
There was not a single sign of a moth or a silverfish
or bug, uh, in them and I,uh, I only wish I could find
more, uh, of the, uh, camphor chests but I suppose
that, uh, to my knowledge, uh, camphor wood is found
only in Asiq and, uh, if this is true that, that accounts
for the fact that, uh, I've never seen one that didn't
come from the Orient.
i

TO:

Hum.
Last time I was here sir, uh, I think you showed
me a book, a Civil War record of a captain's day to
day transaction.

LS:

Yes.

TO:

Could you describe that to me?

LS:

Well this was, uh, a, uh, captain, uh, stationed in
Greenville, South Carolina which, uh, was quite an
important place, uh, he was in the, he was connected
with the quarter master and reporting directly to, uh,
uh, General Lee, uh, along with the, uh, the other
people assigned to Richmond.
And I have, uh, a great
amount, uh, of his, uh, his things that he used, uh,
or not so much the things that he used but the things
that, uh, he was responsible for, uh, (break in tape).
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Uh, I have even, uh, his correspondence in addition
to, uh, his daily record and the interesting thing
was that all the, uh, the, uh, messages that he sent,
uh, he, uh, transcribed, uh, his requests then on
the opposite side of the page he filled in the, uh,
answer from the, uh, part to whom he was, uh, directing
his message and, uh, it makes very interesting reading
and it starts with, uh, 1861 goes clear through the end
of the Civil War and it's very complete, very complete.
TO:

I noticed that you had a problem with, uh, postcards .

LS:

Well that's on one of them, uh, obviously, uh, uh,
some youngster has been given this one rather large
volume, uh, to play with.
I suppose on rainy days
the big thing was to cut out pictures out of magazines
and paste, uh, through this.
In some pieces they have
used the old flour and water paste which, uh, has
pe~mitted me to scrape it off with a knife.
In other
cases it looked to mean like they used something, uh,
much more difficult than the old flour and paste and
I have now been working on this one volume for about
4 years and I'm only about a fourth of the way through.
And, uh, sometimes it takes me a whole evening to
remove a postcard, the postcards and I'd say in most
instances it's from, uh, 5 to 6 cards on a page and
it will take me, uh, as much as a whole evening to
re-, to get one page so it~s, uh, uh, legible.

TO:

Are the postcards in themselves of any value?

LS:

No, there might be, there might be a few of them that
might be but you see, uh, when I remove them they're
not worth anything cause I have to cut them off in many
instances cause I've got to be careful not to get below
the card and the last thing in the world you could do
is to steam or use water because the, uh, work is all
done in ink and it will run together. So it's, it's
extremely difficult job and I, uh, uh, well I can't
wait to get it done but on the other hand it certainly
is tedious.

TO:

Would you say that that volume or those volumes are the
outstanding, uh, gadgets of your book collection?
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LS:

I'd say that, no not of the book collection not necessarily
but I'd say they are the, the outstanding pieces, uh, that
I have in my collection of Civil War material .

TO:

Um, mmm. Do you have a particular volume, uh, in your
book collection you consider your crowning, your keystone
to your collection?

LS:

No I really don't, Tim. I, uh, I enjoy, uh, my books
and, uh, it's possible a book I would enjoy maybe someone
else wouldn't enjoy at all. My books go back to, uh,
17 and, uh, bout 17 and 80 CTO : What book is that?_/
and, uh, well let me see here now . (break in tape).

TO:

You think this is the oldest book you have sir, The
Works of Lawrence Sturn?

LS:

I am not sure but I believe I have a few books older
th~n that. What is the date on that book that you
have there?

ro:

1780 sir .

LS:

1780, that's Sturn?

TO:

Um, mmm.

LS:

Yes, go ahead.

TO:

The works of Lawrence Sturn am prevendary of York and
vicar of Sutton on the Forrest and of Skevvington New
York to which is prefixed an account of the life and
writings of the author in 5 volumes. This being
volume 2 printed in London for T. Caudell book seller
in the straind. This is very interesting sir. Where'd
you pick this up, do you remember?

LS:

I, uh, I can't tell you but I probably have a record
someplace on where I picked that book up.

TO:

I imagine you have to keep a journal of some sort
to keep it straight (break in tape).

LS:

Now Tim I understand you are interested also in
outstanding toys so I must go back and say the same

If you don't mind I'll read the . . •
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thing is true of toys that would be true with the ice
cream items that I discussed.
There are toys I think
that everyone remembers.
If it's about, if it's a girl
there's a typical doll that she might remember or a
doll that was her favorite.
I think if it's a boy
it probably was a car or a truck or a shovel, some item
that he remembers as being a real favorite.
I think
children are inclined to have a favorite toy .
I believe
if there's anything that I enjoy most it had to be, uh,
my cast iron fire apparatus trucks and I have quite a
few cast iron toys. And I think that I like the ones
where the horses are pulling the pumpers and of course
an interesting thing about a toy that pulls a fire
apparatus, uh, horses that pull fire apparatus they're
always in the running position.
It's amusing sometimes
as a collector to be out scouting around for items to
add to your collection and find that a person is quite
elated over toys that they were fortunate enough to find
ano are willing to sell to you, uh, and here low and
behold they have a pair of horses, uh, from probably
a buggy or something and they're attempted to make them
fit the, uh, fire wagon. Well you never see fire horses
walking.
A collector picks this up immediately. Fire
horses must be in a running position, you can understand
that, that's the exciting thing about the fire wagon.
Going to a fire and, uh, if would be true even with a
hook and ladder as well as the, uh, pumpers and I have,
uh, hook and ladders, uh, pulled with horses and I
have pumpers pulled with horses and then there's also
the fire patrol. Which the fireman would ride in a
wagon, an open wagon with seats facing the center and,
uh, they would ride to the fire on that particular wagon
usually pulled with one horse.
And of course when they'd
ride to the fire they'd jump out then go to the pumper
or go to the, the ladder wagon and help.
TO:

You collect girl's toys too?

LS:

I have a few girl's toys.
I have, uh, uh, couple of
sewing machines, uh, I have, uh, oh I have some Bobsey
Twin books. The number of girl toys I have are pretty
small course I really don't feel too knowledgeable in
that area .
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TO:

I'm sure that your interest has something to dew ith
that. Allright I think I've just about covered the
collecting aspects pretty well.
I'd like to ask you
about the Huntington Symphony Orchestra if you dont
mind answering a few questions.
First of all I'd
like to know when the Huntington Symphony Orchestra
was organized. Do you remember when it got started?

LS:

Well I'd have to say that the Huntington Symphony
Orchestra goes back, went back to, uh, days of WPA.
It was an opportunity to put musicians to work, uh,
there were all kinds of public work projects and, uh,
there were projects for those people who had spent
their time , in the performing arts and, uh, it didn't
seem right I suppose, I'm just, uh, surmising some
of this because at this point, uh, where I'm going
back now I was in grade school so I'm having to assume
I'm right here. That, uh, there was no point in putting,
uh, people who had been in an earlier exposure to
performing arts of, uh, working on streets and, uh,
and this kind of thing so, uh, plus the fact, uh, I
think that the people, uh, wanted this kind of thing
available to them and it was inexpensive, uh, to hear
fine artists, to hear fine musicians. They weren't
all artists of course, but they were fine musicians
and, uh, it was a government sponsor thing, uh,
sponsored through as I understand really starting
out around about, uh, in the, uh, middle 3Os with,
uh, or early 3Os rather, uh, with, uh, adult education
and, uh, there was quite a few centers I think with
adult education and course the libraries were being,
uh, given an awful lot of attention at that time and,
uh, our, our, uh, symphony got started at that time.
Well then at a time when I became interested the orchestra
had been running for some time and, uh, had been, uh,
having a measure of success I'm, I'm not, uh, attempting
to, uh, downgrade, uh, the orchestra up to this point.
I'm just pointing out, when I say a measure of success
I mean that they were not really bringing the people out
to the concerts and, uh, so we attempted a new twist.
I, uh, thought that, uh, maybe if we w~re to, uh, have
main artists to appear with our orchestra it would help. ,
But we tried this and it did help. I might say that, uh,
we had a very successful orchestra and, uh, we were
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fortunate, uh, in that we got the services of Dr.
Kusevisky's assistant, a young man by the name of
Howard Shanet (spells), S-H-A-N-E-T. Uh, Mr. Shanet
had been Dr. Kusevisky's assistant on the world tour
and had an opportunity while with Dr. Kusevisky to
conduct the Israel Philharmonic and to help, uh, with
the rehearsals at the, uh, at the Papal Choir at the
Vatican on this tour. When he came back to this
country you might recall after the world tour Dr.,
Dr. Kusevisky was only here a short while and died,
uh, I, uh, through a friend was able to get in touch
with Mr. Shanet. Mr. Shanet came to Huntington and
was a immediate success. He liked Huntington and
Huntington liked him and, uh, strange as it might
seem Mr. Shanet was a real New Yorker. But, uh, he,
he really, he really liked Huntington. Huntington
was a, uh, real switch for him, if you've spent any
time in New York you can certainly understand that
Huntington is a switch. As, as New, New York is a
switch if you've spent any time in Huntington. Uh,
but, uh, we had outstanding artists, we had artists
such as, uh, Jehudi Menuhin, Alexander Brailowsky, Andres
Segovia, Gladys Swarthout, Eleanor Steber, Margarite Piazza,
Artie Shaw, Benny Goodman, Ethel Smith, Christopher
Lynch.
I could go on and on with our artists. But
we had great success, we played, uh, up until the time
we, uh, disbanded the orchestra we played to a full
house at every concert that we had.
Immediately people
say well if you had all this success why did you disband.
It's a very good question, a very logical question. Well
I tell you why we did. Because like so many civic things
one person, if they indicated enough interest and enough
energy and enough enthusiasm would be given the ~ntire
job.
It isn't, it isn't any reflection on the other
people but it's too easy to sit back and let the other
fella do the job. Uh, I was doing the, the whole job
and I'm not complaining about it at all, it just for one
thing happens to be my temperment, uh, I want to grab
the ball and go and, uh, but with me it was a case of,
uh, kind of running out of gas plus the fact that, uh,
I had, uh, responsibilities in my business. And at that
time it seemed that there was no one willing to take
over and give it the same amount of time it required.
Now you take for instance, uh, I negotiated all the, uh,
I negotiated all the musicians contracts.
I negotiated
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all the stage hand contracts, I negotiated for all the
artists and, uh, then saw to the day, the day operation
of the orchestra and directed the ticket sales. So
this, when you own a business and the other responsibilities that you have, uh, not even counting a family
that didn't see too much of me at that period of time.
Uh, it, it's quite a chore. So, uh, since this was the
case why, uh, the orchestra just fell by the wayside.
It's a shame and I, I feel badly about it but I don't
feel responsible for it.
TO:

Um, mmm. When did you first take control of the
orchestra? What year, do you recall?

LS:

Tim, you've asked me a question I couldn't tell you if
my life depended on it right now.
I'd have to, if my
secretary were here I'd probably get alot of help there
but when, when I started and when I quit.

TO:

Oh, you can't remember the year you quit either?

LS:

No.

TO:

Do you remember the year that the orchestra fell flat
on its face?

LS:

Well that's the year I quit.

TO:

Didn't take um very long did it?

LS:

Well uh, uh, again,uh, somebody has to hold it together
and, uh, when, uh, when I announced that I was not going
to, uh, be the manager of the orchestra or president of
the symphony society about the same time Mr. Shanet
announced that he had been offered the job of director
of the, uh, Columbia University Symphony Orchestra.
Well this meant that, uh, the person taking over had
to also start looking for a conductor and, uh, alot of
people would take a fairly dim view of this and, taking
on a new responsibility.

TO:

The, uh, the, uh, hard core membership of the society
was it just common people or were they fluent people in it?
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LS:

I don't believe that there's such a thing as common
people, Tim.
I know you didn't expect me to take you
up on that but I don't believe there's such a thing as
common people. Uh, I take the same position with laboring
people, we're all laboring people if we're going to
work and I think it's a degree of the physical part of
of it probably. But, uh, it was, it was a, a crosssection of everyone in the city. The same not only
the people that helped with it were a cross-section
but the orchestra itself, the membership it was made
up of a cross-section. There were some people in which
the, uh, the association with the orchestra was a
vocation rather than an advocation but for the most
part was a advocation. Uh, we had doctors, we had
lawyers, we had dentists, we had some nurses, uh, we
had some students, uh, for the most part advanced
students. And then we had people that, uh, were,
uh, well they were professional musicians. They played
in ;orchestras, uh, and, uh, fit right into, uh,
this . Now the orchestra was, uh, about, uh, madeup
of about 90 people o

TO:

Considerable size orchestra.

LS:

Yes.

TO:

Were their, uh, was their pay pretty good?

LS:

Well, uh, when you say was their pay pretty good, uh,
everyone wasn't paid, uh, it, only the professional
musicians that was paid.

TO:

Allright, um, mmm. Well if that's so then how did
the amateur musicians find a seat in the orchestra?

LS:

They qualified.

TO:

Oh, then what would distinguish him,you know, if he
was good enough to play with the orchestra why wouldn't
he get a salary?

LS:

Because he's not paid. You have some, you have some
fine, uh, uh, golf players, you have some fine tennis
players but they prefer to remain amatuers.
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TO:

ohi I see, I see it was like this with the orchestra,
allright. What kind of music did you play? I mean did
you play light classics or (break in tape).

LS:

Well I can remember distinctly, uh, in the, uh,
Alexander Brailowsky program and, uh, course Brailowsky
being a very, very fine pianist, uh, he did a Debunsey
Roch Moninoff,
, a Thompson and, uh, Strauss, both
Joseph and, uh, Johann Strauss. Uh, and was very
much enjoyed by everyone. It was, uh, we got alot
of, of, uh, of good, good positive, uh, comments and
publicity on the Brailowsky concert.

TO:

Who decided what music was going to be played?

LS:

Well that was the conductor.

TO:

Mr. Shanet?

LS:

Yes.

TO:

Did he, uh, was he very democratic about it, did he
take the whims of the orchestra into consideration?

LS:

Well when you say very democratic, uh, uh,

TO:

Well the reason that I say that is because some orch-.
some conductors regard their (buzzer sounds).

LS:

Well I don't feel that anyone should regard them anymore
because after all he's the leader of the band so to
speak (break in tape)~

TO:

Mr. Samworth, what are you connections with Marshall
University?

LS:

Well my connections with Marshall University at this
point, uh, my active, uh, connections with Marshall
University would be as a member of the, uh, advisory board.

TO:

The Board of Trustees, sir?

LS:

Board of Trustees or the Advisory Board, it's been
called both.

Leonard Samworth

23

TO:

Um, mmm.

LS:

I was nominated by the Board of Regents, uh, on the
first, uh, selection of, uh, of the board.
In otherwords
this is the first board that Marshall has ever had.

TO:

Um, mmm.

LS:

Well it was, it was started I think I'm accurate when
I say five years ago.

TO:

Um, mmm.

LS:

And I've been on it since.

TO:

All the, uh, other members were nominated in the same way?

LS:

Yes, uh, I had, if I'm not mistaken I had either the
longest, uh, appointment or the . next of the longest
appointment.

TO:

Um, mmm.

LS:

So several people have been reappointed since.

TO:

I see.

LS:

Well l-TO: Or does the number vary?J let me see.
could tell it better by names.

TO:

Yes, okay.

LS:

We have, uh, Judge Knapp from Kanawha. We have William
Williams from Logan County. We have Charles Lanum from
Mason County. We have Dr. Hoffman from Cabell County.
We have William Campbell from Cabell County and we have
Olen Adkins from Ashland. Now that makes how many?
Counting myself. Well it can be added up, 7 I think
is correct.

TO:

Sever, um, mmm. Allright what, uh, what responsibilities
do you have as a trustee?

LS:

Well the, the, uh, this group acts as a sounding board,
it acts as a, just exactly what its name implies. An

And how did you achieve this position?

When was this, uh,

And you've been on it ever since.

How maay, uh, trustees are there at any one time?
I
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advisory board and should also act as a liasion, uh,
in stances, uh, where felt necessary between, uh,
government and between, uh, the board of regents.
TO:

Um, mmm.
I see. So you're sort of a public relations
for Marshall through the state.

LS:

I think, I think it goes beyond public relations
because I think that, uh, that we are active enough
in,uh, uh, in the overall picture of the university
that we do more than just public relations we, uh,
we are close enough that, uh, we may be used, uh,
by the president, uh, in times of policy making where
he thinks necessary or fit.

TO:

These are your only tasks and policies, like you don't
have any assignual tasks, assignual responsibilities?

LS:

wei1, uh, we have no cut and dry responsibilities, no
cut and dry, not only financial, not financial not any
cut and dry, uh, responsibilities.
I think if, uh,
if there was an area that would pertain to finance
I would think, uh, there probably would be times maybe
when the president and a financial officer of the
university might want, uh, this board to sit in and
discuss a thing that would pertain to some financial
aspects.

TO:

Um, mmm. What would you consider would be an outstanding
accomplishment of the board in the five years of its
history, what has the board done?

LS:

Well again, again you could not pinpoint an outstanding
event or an outstanding, uh, decision or an outstanding
counselling job, uh, because as I say it's, uh, it's a
day to day kind of thing even though we don't meet day
to day /-----r.ro: Um, mmm.J. But, uh, as, uh, I can think
of, uh, the time of the, uh, air crash and the tragedy
surrounding all that, that we were in constant touch of
the- president of the university at that time and, uh,
we were used in,uh, several areas, uh, and, uh,everyone
responded in fine shape, fine order and, uh, I would say
probably that, uh, there was a time when there were some
disturbances on the campus when the, uh, head of the
university needed, uh, counselling beyond that of his
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associates. Uh, on the academic side and, uh, we
responded there, uh, again I don't believe that you,
because after all we're not a policy setting group
so therefore, uh, what we can do that's outstanding
I don't know.
TO:

Sir, you said that you didn't have, uh, day to day
meetings, when do you meet?

LS:

We meet on call and we regularly meet every two months.

TO:

Um, mmm. Yo~ mean physically then, it's not just
CLS: Yes._/. Are you ever consulted individually?

LS:

Well that's be hard for me to say.
I've, uh, I've
had, uh, various times when I've talked, uh, uh, for
the president of the university, uh, and, uh, it hasn't
always been official, uh, it hasn't always, uh, pertained
to~ uh, any great event at the university but I may have
been used as a sounding board at times.
Icbn't know, uh,
sure I've talked, uh, individually, uh, and I'm assuming
the president has talked with other members, uh, at
various times.

TO:

Did you ever consider putting a student on the Board
of Trustees? Let's say creating a student position.

LS:

Well I don't see, I don't see, uh, any, uh, any reason
for it.
I'd have to have a reason.

TO:

You said that, uh, the commission was used as a sounding
board, I was just wondering, uh, if you would ever consider
allowing students to, uh, speak in matters of the college.

LS:

Well in the first place I wouldn't have any jurisdiction
in that where again I repeat the, uh, students, uh, have,
uh, their student senate and, uh, they are heard from in
various other ways.
I, I wouldn't see anything, uh, to
be accomplished by that.
I don't, uh, If fail to see
any reason for it, let's put it that way.

TO:

Allright, uh, I've noticed that, uh, you have quite a
busy schedule wlth your, uh, company and working with
your collections and various other matters. How, how
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do you fit all this into your schedule? What, you
never seem to have a typical day, uh, just how do
you manage to get all this work done anyway?
LS:

Well I manage number one because I've had a habit
through the years of getting to work early and working
late .
And,uh, I maintain almost a 7 day a week schedule .
I attempt to be in my office, uh, by between 6:45 and
7:15 and I won't vary that much and haven't for many,
many years. Uh, I come to work on Saturday the same
as I come anytime except many times, uh, I will maybe
leave bout 2 o'clock on Saturday afternoon, I have
stayed later. On Sunday I come a little later and,
uh, uh, probably leave about mid afternoon, uh,
there's never a time that I come to the office that I
can not find some chore that either been left undone
or one that I fuel I must get started on.

TO:

Um, mmm.

LS:

So it isn't, uh, it's never a dull moment I, uh, I
head up about, uh, 3 or 4 companies that need decision
making a great deal of the time so this keeps me busy
doing this and being in contact with the employees .
And then as you say, uh, I, uh, have quite a few
collections and, uh, these interests, uh, certainly
keep me busy, uh, both in the office and out of the
office because, uh, using the expression of the
antiquer , and the collector, collector I'm also
bird dogging all the time .

TO:

I see, well how much time would you say you spent
on, uh, outside activities related to Marshall,
church, uh, Cabell - Wayne Historical Society, things
like these, uh, where do you, where do you fit these
things in your schedule.

LS:

Well actually, Tim, I don't fit them in I make them,
I, I put them where I can make them fit and I adjust
and readjust and I, I not too many times, not too many
times will I come in with, uh, with a iron clad schedule
only where I've had appointments, uh, just for that
very reason. Now just yesterday for ex ample, uh, I
had what I thought was going to be a fairly comfortable
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day yesterday, last moment I got a call from a
television station asking me if I would appear on
a half hour program and discuss, uh, the new
Heritage Village and also some comments regarding
the bicentennial. It, uh, also, uh, just a little
bit before I left Iwas asked if I could maybe gather
together just a little information on the revolution.
Well now I'm speaking of, uh, uh, our American Revolution
and, uh, I did some hurry up looking and then took off,
went up town, took care of that and, uh, then the,
got ready to come down and my secretary called and
said you only have about 30 minutes you shouldn't
come down, you better go on over because you have a
bank board meeting at the First Huntington National
Bank. So you see, uh, uh, actually I try not to, uh,
to set too tight a schedule because of the fact that,
uh, these unexpected things or matters come up and I
must adjust to um.
TO:

Um, mmm.

Are you active in church also sir?

LS:

I'm not active in church no, I, uh, I couldn't say
that I'm active in church, uh, just in,uh, a member
of the congregation.

TO:

Would you do me, uh, kind of a listing of all the
things, all the activities all the, uh, directorship
that you do, uh, have responsibility for?

LS:

At the present time, uh, I, uh, am on the board of
directors of the First Huntington National Bank, uh,
I'm on the Marshall University Board of Trustees.
I
am the president of the Cabell-Wayne Historical
Society and, uh, I can't think of, uh, uh, anything,
uh, right now that I'm involved in. I've been trying
to get away from things, I have, uh, been national
director of the American Transit Association.
I was
for many years a member of a group know as the YPO.
Young Presidents' Organization.
It was an organization
and it's still in effect as a matter of fact made up of,
uh, men who headed up their company before their 30th
birthday with an employment of more than 250 people
with a gross business over a million and a half and,
uh, so, uh, this was a, uh, organization I enjoyed
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very much. Uh, I, uh, it had an age limit on it so
I'm no longer a member of it, uh, than I, uh, many
years ago Iwas, uh, on a national board of the, uh,
junior chamber of commerce and was a, uh, an incorporator
and a charter member and one of the eight that started
the junior chamber of commerce in Huntington and was
the state president at one time besides being on the
national board as a national director.
Uh, I at one
time was on the board of the, uh, Stella Fuller Settlement.
I was, uh, president for many years of the, uh, Huntington
Symphony Association.
I was head of the cancer drive,
I was the chairman of the crippled childrens' drive.
I
was president of the Huntington Industrial Corporation.
A member of the board of the chamber of commerce.
I was
president of the downtown improvement group and the
organizer of the downtown improvement association. So
I probably, oh also I was the president of the West
Virginia Bus Association . So I've been, uh, fairly
ac~ive and I'm trying now, uh, to, uh, ease out of,
uh ~ many of the, uh, civic, uh, responsibilities in
favor of doing a few things that, uh, that I'd wanted
to do and to catch up with for a long time.
It isn't
a lack of interest, uh, it's just the time element
and this has more or less force me to do some of the
things I wanted to do for so long and put some of my
collections, my collection in order that I must give
them more time.
And I can't do both, I can't, LTO: Um,
mmm . _/ uh, I can't give alot of time civicly and whatnot and then still, uh, uh, do these other things.
TO:

Would you maintain your position with the Cabell - Wayne
Historical Society?

LS:

Pardon?

TO :

Would you attain your position with the Cabell-Wayne
Historical Society?

LS:

Yes, as a matter of fact I'd just accepted LTO: Um, mmm
that responsibility so I'm, I intend to stay with that.

TO:

Could you describe to me how what you plan to do vi.th it?

LS:

Well my, my, my main interests at this point, uh, is to

0
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pursue the, uh, Heritage Village, uh, which is a child
of the Cabell-Wayne Historical Society and will be, uh,
owned on its completion, upon its completion by the
Huntington Park Board of, uh, they have, uh, really
furnished the, uh, the mechanics for us because, uh,
being an organization such, uh, as the Historical
Society is, really not in a position to own anything
so therefore the, uh, park, uh, board has very kindly
agreed to take over the ownership and which, of course,
uh, obviously means, uh, selfishly they also will help,
uh, in the management of it while, uh, the Historical
Society will serve as the advisory group hopefully, uh,
uh, be listened to a great degree because,uh, uh, the
Historical Society consists of people who have a real
keen interest and knowledge in, in this field so it
would make good sense to me, uh, that they would, uh,
and I'm sure they will. Uh, this is a pet of mine at
the moment, uh, that has to be, has to be seen through,
uh~ I think we've got so much going for us, uh, in a
way that we have already, uh, gotten our land, we have,
uh, had several buildings that, uh, have been put in the,
uh, uh, historic, uh, buildings, uh, trust and, uh, it'll
be a great thing for the community and I, I have a interest,
uh, and selfishly because it's along the line that I enjoy
most and that's the area of nostalgia.
I suppose you'd say.
TO:

Um, mmm. What, what do you plan to put into Heritage
Village besides the train and, uh, . • •

LS:

Well it wouldn't be fair for me to try to say what I
plan to put in and, and nor could I think that I could
say what the society plans to do, uh, in the way of
putting anything in. I think right, we're at this point
right now on deciding on an architectural firm. We, uh,
are down now to two firms and I'm going to say that
within the next week to ten days a firm will be selected.
Then we start thinking in terms of what we house in the
various buildings.
It's only reasonable to assume that,
uh, a building by itself, uh, is not going to help, uh,
to maintain this kind of, uh, uh, area of facility so
therefore we're going to have to think in terms of, uh,
what will the, uh, will the old B&O station consist of.
Well it very well could be a museum and, uh, afford a
wonderful, uh, vehicle or place for people who are so
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inclined, uh, to bring maybe their fine possessions
that relate to the history of Huntington and the area
and put tham in this museum. Uh, then you have the
freight station which,uh, has been proposed and makes
some real good sense, uh, as a possible, uh, area in
where you could have boutiques, uh, gift shops, uh,
antique shops, uh, all of these would help to contribute
to the interest in downtown Huntington L-TO: Um, mmm.J
and at the same time would help to maintain the facility.
So actually I don't think that I could say that, uh,
any one thing will or any one thing willnot be a part
of this .
I think it 1 s going to be, uh, decided on by
alot of people and I think it 1 s going to be decided
with the firm consideration given to what we wind up
with after the architecture have started the restoration.
TO:

Um, mmm. So their primary job is just to restore the
building, they're not going to design any new one?

LS:

No, no there 1 ll be no new building design. Uh, I, I
would not feel that that was in the best taste, uh, in
a restored area when, to be thinking in terms of, uh,
a new building. Now that doesn't, uh, mean that it
wouldn 1 t happen, uh, you know, I'm giving you now my
personal feelings about it and, uh, I am not much of
a person for, uh, remodeling and what.
I think remodeling is fine but I think that, uh, remodeling,
uh, only where a convenience thing is necessary, uh,
is acceptable to me and I think more in terms of
restoring than I ever do in remodeling.

TO:

Um, rnrnm.
I see, uh, did the, uh, location of the
old B&O railroad station decide on where Heritage
Village is going to be located?

LS:

Well let's say it was certainly a big, big factor.

TO:

Did you consider other places for Heritage Village?

LS:

Well I think there was a consideration at one time
at Guyandotte which was, uh, that became such a
massive thing to attack that, uh, it just seemed, uh,
just too big for a group to take over. Uh, I think
there's still some merit to, uh, uh, going to Guyandotte

i
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which of course is old Huntington as a matter of fact.
And, uh, thinking in terms of restoration but this
cannot be done until, uh, some organization and
preferrably an organization with an authority to
condemn and what not, uh, will go to this area and
think in terms of real restoration. To go out there
and take 3 or 4 houses or 2 or 3 buildings, that's
not what I think ought to be done.
I think it needs
to be done, uh, on a much larger and much more sophisticated
scale.
How would this be funded?

TO :

Urn , mrnrn • ·

LS:

Oh again,uh, uh, the reason I suggested a public agency
is because of the fact that, uh, uh, they would have
easier access to public funds.

TO:

Do you think this could be possible?

LS:

Oh no question about it, no question about it, uh, uh,
this has been done quite a few places, course there's
also been quite a few places where there's been private
money and, uh, an example but not so much in the way of
restoration because, uh, there's not all that much
restoration in Williamsburg but, uh, certainly, uh,
Williamsburg will give you an idea what can be done
uh, as far as attraction . is concerned.
I'm talking
about attraction, I'm talking about attracting people,
uh, aause it's true that, uh, when you think in terms
of Williamsburg you think in terms of, uh, our founding
fathers. You think in terms of early American, you
think in terms of the revolution, you think in terms
of prominent young untried statesmen in, uh, middle
and late 1800s, er 1700, I mean. So that, uh, uh,
I'm only point put, uh, with Williamsburg to show,
uh, what can be done for Huntington if everybody puts
their shoulder to the wheel and, uh, really get behind
this.

TO:

So you think public enterprise money could go in to
this?

LS:

Well, uh, I, I think that, well yes, yes yes sure.
The fact that public money I've never heard it ever
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said that, uh, anyone ever turned down, uo, private
money.
Uh, now there might be incidences but I just
don't know of them.
TO:

Um, mmm. Do you think that the Cabell-Wayne Historical
Society's going to look beyond Heritage Village? How
long did it take Heritage Village to become a reality?

LS:

Well I think, uh, I think that, uh, that the present
Cabell-Wayne Historical Society will have more than
their hands full with what they have right now and to
think in terms of going on to something else is a
little premature.
I think that, uh, uh, certainly,
uh, what they have right now will take care of um for
the next ten years.

TO:

Um, mmm.

LS:

Ca~se this is the kind of job that should be done.

TO:

So H8ritage Village will not be completed for say
ten years.

LS:

Oh no, no I didn't say that, I didn't say that at all.
I say that Heritage Village as far, uh, as buildings
being located and, uh, and landscaping and, uh, being
an active area I wouldn't see any reason why that
couldn't be done in,uh, well I'd certainly say within
the next 18 months.

TO:

So you think that it could become an attraction center
within 18 months?

LS:

Oh well sure, sure no reason why it couldn't be.

TO:

Um, mmm. Well thank you very much Mr. Samworth,
thank you sir.

LS:

Thank you.

Should we, uh,

(break in tape).

